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/@ABC/<B:! Objective: Forensic pathologists play a vital role in the justice system in matters 
concerning questions of death. Science as applied in the justice system should be objective 
and neutral. Since the goals of medical examiners and coroners are to determine the cause 
!"#$%!""&'$()$#&!*+$)('$,&'*-.,!*-("$!"#$/012-,$+&!2*+$)0",*-("3$45(!23$#-))&'&"*$!"#$#-3*-",*$ 
from  the  missions  of  law  enforcement  agencies),  it  is  important  that  medicolegal  death  
investigation be independent. Accurate investigation, examination, reporting, and testimony 
by forensic pathologists are important to determine the cause and manner of death of indi­
viduals who die under sudden, unexpected, or violent circumstances. These cases can be­
,(%&$*+&$)(,03$()$/(2-*-,!2$('$2&5!2$/'&330'&$16$-"#-7-#0!23$('$().,&3$3&&8-"5$*($-"90&",&$*+&$ 
/!*+(2(5-3*:3$."#-"53;$<+-3$/'&330'&=$&7&"$ -)$3&&%-"526$0"30,,&33)02$ -"$!"$ -"#-7-#0!2$,!3&=$
can  introduce  error,  bias,  and  corruption  into  the  medicolegal  investigation  process.  This  
paper  reinforces  the  principle  that  medical  examiners,  coroners  and  forensic  pathologists 
3+(02#$1&$!22(>&#$*($/&')('%$%&#-,(2&5!2$-"7&3*-5!*-("3$)'&&$()$*+&3&$-"90&",&3;

Participants:  The  ad  hoc  Committee  on  Medical  Examiner  Independence  of  the  National  
?33(,-!*-("$()$@&#-,!2$AB!%-"&'3$4C?@AD=$!$3&2)E3&2&,*&#$7(20"*&&'$,(%%-**&&=$#&7&2(/&#$
*+-3$/(3-*-("$/!/&';$<+&$."#-"53$!'&$1!3&#$("$30'7&63$()$*+&$C?@A$%&%1&'3+-/$'&5!'#-"5$
%&%1&'3:$&B/&'-&",&$>-*+=$!"#$'&!,*-("$*(=$(0*3-#&$-"90&",&;

Evidence: Surveys of NAME members revealed  that medical examiner  independence was 
important to most members. Over 70% of survey respondents had been subjected to pres­
30'&3$*($-"90&",&$*+&-'$."#-"53=$!"#$%!"6$+!#$30))&'&#$"&5!*-7&$,("3&F0&",&3$)('$'&3-3*-"5$
*+(3&$-"90&",&3;$G"$!$3&/!'!*&$3*0#6=$(7&'$HIJ$()$'&3/("#&"*3$-"#-,!*&#$*+!*$)&!'$()$2-*-5!­
tion affected their diagnostic decision­making. In 2009, the National Research Council of the 
National Academies published  recommendations  to strengthen  the  forensic sciences;  they 
3/&,-.,!226$'&,(%%&"#&#$*+!*$%&#-,!2$&B!%-"&'$!"#$,('("&'$().,&3$3+(02#$1&$-"#&/&"#&"*$
)'(%$2!>$&")(',&%&"*$!5&",-&3$!"#$/'(3&,0*('3:$().,&3;$

Consensus Process: This position paper represents the consensus of the ad hoc Committee 
on Medical Examiner  Independence,  submitted  to  the Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors of NAME, and subject to comment and review by the membership.

Conclusions:  It  is  the  position  of  NAME  that  forensic  pathologists  working  in  or  for  medi­
,!2$&B!%-"&'$('$,('("&'$().,&3$('$!3$/'-7!*&$,("302*!"*3$3+(02#$1&$/&'%-**&#$*($(1K&,*-7&26$
pursue and report  the  facts and  their opinions of  those cases which  they are  investigating 
-"#&/&"#&"*$()$ /(2-*-,!2$ -"90&",&3$ )'(%$(*+&'$!5&",-&3$>-*+-"$ *+&-'$ '&3/&,*-7&$ K0'-3#-,*-("3$
and independent of the threat of litigation.

D5EFGCHA: Forensic pathology, Medical examiner, Independence, Policy
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The Standards of the National Association of 
Medical Examiners (NAME) state that medicole-
gal death investigators “must investigate cooper-
atively with, but independent from, law enforce-
ment and prosecutors. The parallel investigation 
promotes neutral and objective medical assess-
ment of the cause and manner of death” (1). The 
Standards also state that “To promote competent 
and objective death investigations: A1.1 Medico-
!"#$!%&"$'(%)*+",')#$')-*%-./0"1,%,(-2!&%-3"1$'"%
4)'(-2'% $*5% 2*&2"% )*62"*0"% .1-7% !$4% "*.-10"-
ment agencies and prosecutors.”

In spite of this goal, many medical examiners, 
coroners and forensic pathologists are exposed 
!"#$%&'%()*'!#+,-$$.,-#!"#/"0%12#!3-%,#0%*&'"$-$4#
5'#,-$+"'$-#!"#!3-$-#+,-$$.,-$6#!3-#7*!%"'*8#9--
$-*,)3#:".')%8#"1#!3-#7*!%"'*8#;)*0-/2#"1#<)%-
ences states, “80)"*')/0%$*&%7"&)0$!%$,,",,7"*'%
conducted in forensic investigations should be 
independent of law enforcement efforts either to 
prosecute criminal suspects or even to determine 
whether a criminal act has indeed been commit-
ted. Administratively, this means that forensic 
scientists should function independently of law 
enforcement administrators. The best science is 
0-*&20'"&% )*% $% ,0)"*')/0% ,"'')*#% $,% -33-,"&% '-%
a law enforcement setting” (2). The report also 
,-)"//-'0-0#$.1()%-'!#1.'0%'&#!"#$!*!-#*'0#8"-
)*8#=.,%$0%)!%"'$#>for the purpose of removing all 
public forensic laboratories and facilities from 
the administrative control of law enforcement 
$#"*0)",% -1% 31-,"02'-1,9% -./0",:” However, a 
,-)-'!# +.?8%)*!%"'# ?2# !3-# 7*!%"'*8# @%$!,%)!#;!-
!",'-2$#;$$")%*!%"'#A7@;;B#0-1-'0-0#!3-#,-!-'-
!%"'#"1#1",-'$%)#8*?",*!",%-$#C%!3%'#!3-#*.$+%)-$#
"1# +,"$-).!",$D# "1()-$# *'0# $!*!-0# !3*!# >there is 
nothing inherently suspect or improper in prop-
erly accredited forensic laboratories being lo-
cated within law enforcement agencies and pros-
"02'-1,9%-./0",%4(-,"%7),,)-*%'(","%!$;-1$'-1)",%
are intended to support” and that “the autonomy 
of the laboratory is preserved by faithful adher-
ence to recognized standards of accreditation” 
AEB4#FG-'#!3-#)".,!$#3*G-#C-%&3-0#%'#"'#!3-#%$$.-6#
"G-,!.,'%'&#*#)"'G%)!%"'#0.-#!"#+,"$-).!",%*8#%'-
terference with a forensic pathologist who served 
*$#*#)"'$.8!*'!#*'0#-H+-,!#1",#!3-#0-1-'$-4#5'#!3*!#
0-)%$%"'6# !3-#)".,!#,-)"&'%I-0#!3*!#C3%8-#>some 
police and prosecutors tend to view government-
employed forensic scientists…as members of the 
prosecution’s ‘team,’” the courts “need these 
experts to…remain neutral, objective, and free 
.1-7%)*62"*0"%4("*%'("5%$1"%#"*"1$')*#%1"3-1',<%
providing counsel to investigators, prosecutors, 
-1%01)7)*$!%&"."*&$*',<%-1%'",').5)*#%$'%'1)$!” (4).

NAME takes the position that medical examiner 

*'0#)","'-,#%'0-+-'0-')-#%$#*'#*?$"8.!-#'-)-$-
sity for professional death investigation.

H?A<TAA?G)

5'# JKLL6# 7;MF# $.,G-2-0# %!$# /-/?-,$3%+6# !3-#
,-$.8!$# "1# C3%)3# *,-# +.?8%$3-0# %'# *# )"/+*'%"'#
+*+-,# ANB4# O1# !3-# NPE#/-/?-,$# "'# !3-#7;MF#
email list, there were 336 responses (58%). In 
!3*!# $.,G-26# QRS# "1# ,-$+"'0-'!$# ?-8%-G-0# !3*!#
the independence of forensic pathologists was an 
%/+",!*'!# %$$.-# 0-$-,G%'&# *)!%"'4# ;00%!%"'*8826#
$-G-,*8#/-/?-,$# ,-+",!-0# %'$!*')-$# "1# -H!-,'*8#
-'!%!%-$#%'T.-')%'&#!3-%,#C",U4#M",-#1",-'$%)#+*-
!3"8"&%$!$#C",U%'&# %'#)","'-,D$#"1()-$# AJL4LSB#
than medical examiner systems (4.5%) were di-
,-)!-0# !"# )3*'&-# !3-%,# ('0%'&$# ?2# $.+-,G%$",$6#
.$.*882# "')-# *# 2-*,# Ap=0.03). Approximately 
LKS#"1#,-$+"'0-'!$#3*0#?--'#*$U-0#!"#$%&'#0").-
/-'!$#A*.!"+$2#,-+",!$#*'0V",#0-*!3#)-,!%()*!-$B#
!3*!#C-,-#'"!#)"'$%$!-'!#C%!3#!3-#('0%'&$#*!#*.-
topsy. Eighty-two percent (82%) of the forensic 
+*!3"8"&%$!$#$.,G-2-0#3*0#-H+-,%-')-0#1*/%82#",#
+"8%!%)*8#+,-$$.,-#!"#)3*'&-#!3-#,-+",!-0#)*.$-#",#
manner of death, with almost 10% stating this 
")).,,-0#"'#*#/"'!382#?*$%$4#WC-'!2X!C"#+-,)-'!#
(22%) of pathologists reported that they had ex-
+-,%-')-0#+"8%!%)*8#+,-$$.,-#!"#)3*'&-#0-*!3#)-,-
!%()*!-$# 1,"/#-8-)!-0#*'0V",# *++"%'!-0#+"8%!%)*8#
"1()%*8$4#;8!3".&3#*#$-+*,*!-#Y.-$!%"'#"'#1*/%82#
+,-$$.,-# C*$# '"!# $+-)%()*882# *$U-06# !3-$-# 0*!*#
$.&&-$!#!3*!#*++,"H%/*!-82#ZKS#"1#!3-#,-/*%'%'&#
*!!-/+!$#!"#%'T.-')-#+*!3"8"&%$!$#)*/-#0%,-)!82#
1,"/# 1*/%8%-$4# ["8%!%)*8# +,-$$.,-# )*/-# %'# !3-#
1",/$#"1#G-,?*8#*'0V",#C,%!!-'#)"//.'%)*!%"'$6#
threats, termination, intimidation, media expo-
$.,-6#*'0#8-&*8#*)!%"'$4#;#Y.*,!-,#AJNSB#"1#!3"$-#
%'0%G%0.*8$# C3"# ,-$%$!-0# !3-$-# +,-$$.,-$# $.1-
1-,-0#)"'$-Y.-')-$#1",#!3-%,#*)!%"'$4#W-'#+-,)-'!#
ALKSB#"1#%'0%G%0.*8$#$%/%8*,82#,-+",!-0#+,-$$.,-#
1,"/# ".!$%0-# $".,)-$# "'# !-$!%/"'2# +,"G%0-0# %'#
8-&*8#$-!!%'&$#*'0#*?".!#3*81#"1#!3-$-#%'0%G%0.*8$#
$.11-,-0#)"'$-Y.-')-$#1",#,-$%$!%'&#*'2#)3*'&-$#
in their expected testimonies (5).

5'#*#$-+*,*!-#$!.02#"1#7;MF#/-/?-,$3%+6#JJJ#
/-/?-,$# ,-$+"'0-0# AELSB4# O1# !3"$-# C3"# ,--
sponded, approximately 13.5% admitted to hav-
%'&# /"0%(-0# !3-%,# 0%*&'"$!%)# ('0%'&$# 0.-# !"#
threat of litigation, and approximately 32.5% 
$!*!-0#!3-$-#)"'$%0-,*!%"'$#C".80#*11-)!#!3-%,#0--
)%$%"'$#%'#!3-#1.!.,-#AZB4

NAME supports the following positions:

\# ]",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!$# '--0# !"#C",U# %'0-+-'X 
 dently from law enforcement. That does not  
# /-*'#!3*!# !3-2#$3".80#?-#?*,,-0#",#,-$!,%)!-0# 
 from seeing police investigative reports. The  
# *?%8%!2# "1# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!$# !"# %'!-,+,-!# 
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# *.!"+$2# ('0%'&$# 0-+-'0$# "'# !3-# )"'!-H!# "1# 
# !3-# %'G-$!%&*!%"'4#;$# $.)36# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"X 
# &%$!$#C",U%'&#%'#)","'-,D$#*'0#/-0%)*8#-H*/X 
# %'-,D$#"1()-$#'--0#!"#3*G-#*))-$$#!"#&""0#/-0X 
# %)"8-&*8#0-*!3#%'G-$!%&*!%"'$#*'0#$3".80#3*G-# 
# !3-# *?%8%!2# !"# ,-Y.-$!# ",# 0%,-)!# $"/-# "1# !3-# 
 investigations, as needed, in order to get the  
 information they will rely on to interpret the  
# )*.$-#*'0#/*''-,#"1#0-*!3#)",,-)!824# 50-*8826# 
 this means that the medicolegal death investi- 
# &*!",$# C%88# ?-# .'0-,# !3-# 0%,-)!%"'# "1# !3-# 
 forensic pathologist, medical examiner, or  
 coroner, and independent and separate from  
# 8*C# -'1",)-/-'!4# 5'# "1()-$# !3*!# ,-82# $"8-82# 
 on law enforcement for their death investiga- 
# !%"'6#!3-,-#'--0$#!"#?-#,-)"&'%!%"'#!3*!#!3%$#/*2# 
# ?%*$# !3-# +-,$+-)!%G-# "1# !3-# %'1",/*!%"'# 
# ,-)-%G-0#*'0#0"-$#'"!#)"'$!%!.!-#*#!,.82#%'0-X 
 pendent investigation.

\# W3-,-#*,-#!%/-$#!3*!#1",-'$%)#+*!3"8"&%$!$#3*G-# 
 to investigate and testify in cases where a  
# +.?8%)#-'!%!2#3*$#?--'#%'G"8G-0#%'#!3-#0-*!3#"1# 
# *#+-,$"'#A*$#%'#*'#"1()-,X%'G"8G-0#$3""!%'&^#*'# 
# %'0.$!,%*8# *))%0-'!^# ",# *# 0-*!3# %'# =*%8# ",# %'# *# 
# $!*!-#/-'!*8# %'$!%!.!%"'B4# ]",# !3-# %'!-&,%!2# "1# 
# !3-#+.?8%)#!,.$!#*'0#Y.*8%!2#*$$.,*')-#%'#!3-$-# 
# %'$!%!.!%"'$6# %!# %$# %/+-,*!%G-# !3*!# !3-# 1",-'$%)# 
 pathologists who investigate these deaths are  
# 1,--# "1# +,-$$.,-# 1,"/# !3-# +.?8%)# -'!%!%-$# 
# %'G"8G-0# *'0# %1# !3-2# $3".80# .')"G-,# *?.$-# 
# ",#),%/%'*8#*)!%G%!2#%'#!3-$-#$-!!%'&$6#3*G-#1.88# 
# >C3%$!8-?8"C-,_#+,"!-)!%"'$#*11",0-0#!"#!3-/# 
# .'0-,# !3-# 8*C4#]",-'$%)#+*!3"8"&%$!$#C",U%'&# 
# 1",# )","'-,$# ",# /-0%)*8# -H*/%'-,$# $3".80# 
# -'="2# )%G%8# $-,G%)-# $!*!.$6# )"'!,*)!.*8# *&,--X 
 ments, or other similar types of protection, to  
# -'$.,-# !3*!# !3-2# )*'# "'82# ?-# 0%$/%$$-0# ",# 
# 0%$)%+8%'-0#1",#*++,"+,%*!-#)*.$-4

\# W3-,-# *,-# !%/-$# !3*!# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!$6# 
 medical examiners, and coroners have to  
# )-,!%12# *# )*.$-# *'0V",# /*''-,# "1# 0-*!3# !3*!# 
# )*.$-$# -/"!%"'*8# 0%$)"/1",!# ",# ('*')%*8# 
# 0%1().8!%-$# 1",# *# 1*/%824# M-0%)*8# -H*/%'-,$D# 
# *'0# )","'-,$D# )*.$-# *'0# /*''-,# "1# 0-*!3# 
 determinations are not written in stone. They  
# )*'#?-#*8!-,-0#?2#8-&*8#)3*88-'&-$4#5!#%$#'-G-,# 
# *++,"+,%*!-# !"# !3,-*!-'6# ?,%?-# ",# )*="8-# *# 
 forensic pathologist, medical examiner, or  
 coroner to omit information from the death  
# )-,!%()*!-#",#*8!-,#*#)*.$-#",#/*''-,#"1#0-*!3# 
# 1",# +-,$"'*86# -/"!%"'*86# ",# ('*')%*8# &*%'4# 
# :,%/%'*8# +-'*8!%-$# 1",# ?,%?-,2# "1# *# +.?8%)# 
# "1()%*8#/*2#*++824

\# :","'-,D$# *'0# /-0%)*8# -H*/%'-,D$# "1()-$# 
 need to have an open-door policy with regard  
# !"# *G*%8*?%8%!2# "1# !3-# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!$# 
# ",# "!3-,# -H+-,!$4# FH+-,!$# '--0# !"# ?-# *G*%8X 

# *?8-# *'0# "+-'# !"# 0%$).$$%'&# )*$-$# C%!3# *88# 
# *!!",'-2$6# C3-!3-,# +,"$-).!%'&6# +8*%'!%11# ",# 
# 0-1-'$-4# O+!%"'$# %')8.0-# "+-'# /--!%'&$# 1",# 
# ?"!3# *!# !3-# $*/-# !%/-6# ",# $-+*,*!-# /--!%'&$# 
# C3-,-# *!!",'-2# C",UX+,"0.)!# *'0# *!!",'-2X 
# )8%-'!# +,%G%8-&-0# %'1",/*!%"'# *,-# U-+!# )"'(X 
 dential. It is inappropriate for attorneys to  
# ,-Y.-$!# !3*!# -H+-,!# C%!'-$$-$# !-88# !3-/# C3*!# 
# !3-# "++"$%'&# )".'$-8D$# *!!",'-2# *$U-06# !3-# 
# $.?$!*')-#"1#)"'G-,$*!%"'$6#",#C3*!#!3-%,#8%!%&*X 
# !%"'#$!,*!-&2#%$#&"%'&#!"#?-4

\# M-0%)*8# "+%'%"'$# *,-# ?*$-0# "'# !3-# ).,,-'!# 
 science and research and can change over time  
# %1#!3-#-H+-,!D$#-H+-,%-')-#?*$-#*'0V",#/-0%)*8# 
 research advance. Inconsistencies in an indi- 
# G%0.*8#-H+-,!D$#!-$!%/"'2#/*2#?-#!3-#,-$.8!#"1# 
# !3-$-#)3*'&-$#*'0#'"!#!3-#,-$.8!#"1#%'!-'!%"'*8# 
# +-,=.,2#",#%')"/+-!-')-4

\# 7"#"'-#$3".80#?-#/*0-#*1,*%0#!"#!-$!%12#!"#!3-# 
# !,.!3#"1#!3-%,#$)%-'!%()#)"'G%)!%"'$6#C3-'#?*$-0# 
 on their direct examination of the evidence or  
 their knowledge of the peer-reviewed lit- 
# -,*!.,-4#5!#%$#'-G-,#*++,"+,%*!-#1",#*'#*.!3",%!26# 
 whether a litigating attorney, law enforcement  
# "1()-,6# ",# *'# -8-)!-0# "1()%*86# !"# !3,-*!-'# *# 
# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!#C%!3# 8"$$# "1# *# ="?6# +"$%X 
# !%"'6# ",# )"/+-'$*!%"'6# ?*$-0# "'# !-$!%/"'2# 
# !3*!#%$#+-,)-%G-0#!"#?-#)".'!-,#!"#!3-#*.!3",%!2D$# 
# C%$3-$#",#!"#3*G-#,-$.8!-0#%'#!3-#8"$$#"1#*#)*$-4# 
# :*$-$#*,-#C"'#",#8"$!#?*$-0#"'#/.8!%+8-#)"/X 
# +8-H# 1*)!",$# %')8.0%'&# A?.!# '"!# 8%/%!-0# !"B`# 
# =.,2# /*U-X.+6# =.,",$D# -0.)*!%"'# 8-G-8# *'0# 
# .'0-,$!*'0%'&#"1#$)%-'!%()#0*!*6#=.0%)%*8#0-)%X 
# $%"'$# *?".!# C3*!# -G%0-')-# %$# *G*%8*?8-# *'0# 
# *0/%$$%?8-6# ,-8%*?%8%!2# *'0# ),-0%?%8%!2# "1# 
 witnesses, the perception of law enforcement  
# %'# !3-# )"//.'%!26# ,-8%*?%8%!2#"1# !3-# )"88-)!-0# 
# -G%0-')-6# )3*%'# "1# ).$!"02# %$$.-$6# *'0# !3-# 
 advocates representing each side in the case.  
 An attorney who threatens or intimidates a  
# C%!'-$$6#-%!3-,#?-1",-#",#1"88"C%'&#!-$!%/"'26# 
# /*2#?-#%'#G%"8*!%"'#"1#!3-#8*C6#*'0#$3".80#?-# 
# )-'$.,-0# 1",# -!3%)*8# G%"8*!%"'$4# <%/%8*,826# 
 forensic pathologists working for coroners  
# ",# /-0%)*8# -H*/%'-,$# $3".80# ?-# +,"!-)!-0# 
# 1,"/#$2$!-/*!%)# 8%!%&*!%"'#/-*'!# !"# %'T.-')-# 
# !3-%,#0%*&'"$-$#?2#+,"G%0%'&#!3-/#C%!3#Y.*8%X 
# (-0# %//.'%!2# %'# !3-# +-,1",/*')-# "1# !3-%,# 
# "1()%*8#0.!%-$6#-G-'#%1#!3-2#*,-#'"!#&"G-,'/-'!# 
 employees.

\# <%')-# !3-,-# *,-# 1-C# A*++,"H%/*!-82# aNKB# 
# ?"*,0X)-,!%(-0# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!$# +,*)!%)X 
 ing in the United States, restrictions on private  
 practice imposed on pathologists working for  
# +.?8%)# %'$!%!.!%"'$# 3*G-# !3-# -11-)!# "1# .'0-,X 
# /%'%'&# !3-# +.?8%)# !,.$!# %'# !3"$-# %'$!%!.!%"'$6# 
# 8%/%!%'&# !3-# $.++82# "1# Y.*8%(-0# -H+-,!$6## 
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# %'),-*$%'&# !3-# )"$!$# 1",# !3"$-# 8-1!# *G*%8*?8-# 
# !"#!-$!%12#%'#3%&3X+,"(8-#",#)"/+8-H#)*$-$6#*'0# 
# %/+-0%'&#=.$!%)-#%'#".,#)".,!$4#W3%$#,-$!,%)!%"'# 
# "+-'$# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!$# !"# ),%!%)%$/# ?2# 
# /-/?-,$#"1#!3-#+.?8%)#C3"#?-8%-G-#!3*!#-H+-,!$# 
# C3"$-#$"8-#$".,)-#"1#%')"/-#%$#*#&"G-,'/-'!# 
# -'!%!2# C%88# %'-G%!*?82# *)!# "'# !3-%,# ('*')%*8# 
 incentive to protect their employer from  
# 8%!%&*!%"'4# 5'# "1()-$# C3-,-# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"X 
# &%$!$# *,-# 0%$)".,*&-0# 1,"/# $+-*U%'&# !"# !3-# 
# 0-1-'$-6# *$# %$# !3-# +,*)!%)-# %'# $"/-# =.,%$0%)X 
# !%"'$6# !3-2# )*'# ?-# G%-C-0# *$# >+,"$-).!%"'# 
 witnesses” and have little experience in  
# )"'1-,,%'&# C%!3# !3-# 0-1-'$-4# 51# )"'T%)!X"1X 
# %'!-,-$!#",#-!3%)$#,.8-$#*,-#%/+"$-06#!3-2#'--0# 
# !"#?-#'*,,"C82#0-('-0#$"#!3*!#+*!3"8"&%$!$#*,-# 
 only restricted from personal gain on cases that  
# 1*88# .'0-,# !3-%,# =.,%$0%)!%"'6# ",# 8%/%!-0# 1,"/# 
 doing private work on government time or  
# C%!3#!3-#.$-#"1#&"G-,'/-'!#,-$".,)-$^#?.!#'"!# 
# $"# ?,"*082# 0-('-0# $"# !3*!# !3-# +*!3"8"&%$!# 
# )*''"!#$+-*U#".!#%'#!3-#+.?8%)#%'!-,-$!#%'#)*$-$# 
# !3*!# *,-# ".!$%0-# "1# !3-%,# -/+8"2%'&# +.?8%)# 
# -'!%!2D$# =.,%$0%)!%"'4# ]",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!$# 
# $3".80#?-#1,--#!"#,-G%-C6#"11-,#"+%'%"'$#"'6#*'0# 
# !-$!%12# "'# )*$-$# 1,"/# ".!$%0-# !3-%,# "C'# 
# =.,%$0%)!%"'6# *$# 8"'&# *$# !3-2# *,-# 0"%'&# %!# "'# 
 their private time (or, where appropriate, in a  
# !%/-#1,*/-#$*')!%"'-0#?2#!3-%,#-/+8"2-,B#*'0# 
 not to an extent that it interferes with the  
 timely and competent performance of their  
# 0.!%-$4#b%G-'#!3-#$)*,)%!2#"1#1",-'$%)#+*!3"8"X 
 gists in the United States, impeding the  
# *?%8%!2# "1# 0-1-'$-# *!!",'-2$# !"# )"'$.8!# C%!3# 
# !3-/cC3-!3-,#?2#)"'!,*)!#",#)"-,)%"'cC%88# 
 escalate the costs of trials as attorneys are  
# 1",)-0#!"#8""U#1*,#?-2"'0#!3-%,#=.,%$0%)!%"'#1",# 
# $-)"'0#"+%'%"'$4#W3%$#)".80#+"!-'!%*882#%'!-,X 
 fere with the defendant receiving a fair trial.

\# :,-0%?8-# -H+-,!$#/*2# 3*G-# 8-&%!%/*!-# 0%11-,X 
# -')-$#"1#"+%'%"'6#?*$-0#"'#!3-%,#$U%88$6#-0.)*X 
 tion, training, experience, and interpretation  
# "1# !3-# 8%!-,*!.,-6#-$+-)%*882# %'#)"/+8%)*!-0#",# 
# .'.$.*8#)*$-$4

\# ;'2# ),-0%?8-# -H+-,!6# C3-!3-,# )"'$.8!%'&# 1",# 
# !3-# +8*%'!%116# 0-1-'$-6# ",# !3-# +,"$-).!%"'6# 
# $3".80# ?-# )"'$%$!-'!# %'# 3%$V3-,# !-$!%/"'2# 
# ,-&*,08-$$# "1# C3"# ,-Y.-$!-0# !3-# !-$!%/"'26# 
# ,-)"&'%I%'&# !3*!#/-0%)*8#$)%-')-# %$#'"!#$!*!%)# 
 and may evolve over time. Ethical experts  
 consistently testify only as to what they  
# ?-8%-G-#!"#?-#!,.-4#d2#!3-#$*/-#!"U-'6#-!3%)*8# 
 attorneys ask their experts for honest appr- 
# *%$*8$# "1# !3-# -G%0-')-4# 7-%!3-,# +,"$-).!%'&# 
 attorneys, defense attorneys, or civil attorneys  
# $3".80# >)"*)3_# *'# -H+-,!# C%!'-$$# "'# !3-# 
# $.?$!*')-#"1#3%$#",#3-,#"+%'%"'#",#*$U#*'#-H+-,!# 
 to intentionally omit mention of evidence that  

# %$#'"!#$.++",!%G-#"1#!3-%,#8-&*8#+"$%!%"'4

\# ;'# -H+-,!# )"'$.8!%'&# C%!3# !3-# 0-1-'$-# "1!-'# 
# *$$%$!$# ?"!3# $%0-$# %'# !3-# ),%/%'*8# +,")-$$4# 5'# 
# $"/-# %'$!*')-$6# !3-# "+%'%"'# "1# *'# ".!$%0-# 
 expert is in agreement with the original medi- 
 cal examiner, helping the defense attorney  
# /",-# ,-*8%$!%)*882# *$$-$$# 3%$V3-,# )8%-'!D$# 
# $%!.*!%"'#*'0#1*)%8%!*!%'&#*#C%88%'&'-$$#!"#C",U# 
# C%!3#!3-#+,"$-).!",4

\# 9-G%-C#"1#*'2#1",-'$%)#+*!3"8"&%$!D$6#/-0%)*8# 
# -H*/%'-,D$6# ",# )","'-,D$#C",U# ?2# *'# ".!$%0-# 
# -H+-,!# ,-+,-$-'!$# !3-# 3%&3-$!# 1",/#"1# Y.*8%!2# 
 control.

\# ;'2# -H+-,!D$# ),-0%?%8%!2# %$# -'3*')-0# C3-'# 
# $V3-# 3*$# !3-# 8*!%!.0-# !"# 8""U# *!# )*$-$# 1",# !3-# 
# >"!3-,#$%0-6_#*'0#%$#'"!#+-,)-%G-0#*$#?-3"80-'# 
# "'82# !"# !3-# +,"$-).!%"'4# 5'0--06# *'# -H+-,!# 
# 1",)-0#!"#!-$!%12#"'82#1",#!3-#+,"$-).!%"'#C%88# 
# Y.%)U82# *'0# -*$%82# ?-# %/+-*)3-0# "'# ),"$$# 
# -H*/%'*!%"'6#*'0#8-1!#C%!3#'"#),-0%?%8%!24

\# 5'# ",0-,# !"# /*%'!*%'# !3-%,# %'0-+-'0-')-# *'0# 
# ),-0%?%8%!26# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!$6# /-0%)*8# 
# -H*/%'-,$6#*'0#)","'-,$#$3".80#'"!#?-#1",)-0# 
# !"# ,-8%'Y.%$3# !3-%,# %'0-+-'0-')-# ?2# )"'!,*)X 
# !.*882# ,-Y.%,%'&# !3*!# !3-2# '"!# +-,1",/# 
 criminal defense work. An appearance of  
# %/+,"+,%-!2# ",# ?%*$# -H%$!$# C3-'# *# 1",-'$%)# 
# +*!3"8"&%$!# )*''"!# ?-)"/-# %'G"8G-0# %'# )*$-$# 
 for the defense.

\# @,*1!#,-+",!$#1,"/#1",-'$%)#+*!3"8"&%$!$#$3".80# 
# '"!# ?-# *G*%8*?8-# !"# "!3-,$# ".!$%0-# !3-# "1()-# 
# +,%",#!"#('*8%I*!%"'#"1#!3-#,-+",!4#W"#/*%'!*%'# 
# %'0-+-'0-')-6#!3-#1",-'$%)#+*!3"8"&%$!#$3".80# 
# '"!# ?-# ,-Y.%,-0# !"# ,-8-*$-# *# 0,*1!# !"# 8*C# 
 enforcement or attorneys.

\# 9-)-'!#<.+,-/-#:".,!#0-)%$%"'$6#$.)3#*$#Bull- 
 coming# ARB6#Melendez-Diaz (8), and Williams  
# AQB# )*'# ?-# %'!-,+,-!-0# *$# %')8.0%'&# 1",-'$%)# 
# +*!3"8"&%$!$D#,-+",!$#*$#!-$!%/"'%*8#*'0#$.?=-)!# 
# !"#!3-#)"'1,"'!*!%"'#)8*.$-#"1#!3-#e4<4#)"'$!%!.X 
 tion. The Second (10) and Eleventh (11) U.S.  
# :%,).%!# :".,!$# 3*G-# ?--'# 0%G%0-0# %'# 0-)%0X 
# %'&# C3-!3-,# *.!"+$2# ,-+",!$# *,-# !-$!%/"'%*84# 
# f"C-G-,6# g.$!%)-# <"!"/*2",6# %'# 3-,# )"').,X 
# ,%'&# "+%'%"'# .'0-,# Bullcoming, stated that  
# C3-'#!3-#,-+",!#%$#+,-+*,-0#1",#*#+.,+"$-#"!3-,# 
# !3*'# !-$!%/"'2# %'# )".,!6# !3-# )"'1,"'!*!%"'# 
# )8*.$-# /*2# '"!# *++82# ALJB4# W3%$# %$# )-,!*%'82# 
# !3-#)*$-#1",#*.!"+$2#,-+",!$6#C3%)3#*,-#+,%/*,X 
# %82# +,-+*,-0# 1",# /-0%)*8# *'0# +.?8%)# 3-*8!3# 
# ,-*$"'$# *'0# "'82# 8*!-,# *,-# .$-0# 1",# 8-&*8# 
# +.,+"$-$4#f"C-G-,6# %1# !3-#/-0%)*8# -H*/%'-,6# 
 coroner or forensic pathologist works directly  
# C%!3# 8*C# -'1",)-/-'!# ",# !3-# +,"$-).!%"'6# *# 
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# '-H.$#/*2#?-#%'1-,,-0#C3%)3#/*U-$#!3-#,-+",!$# 
# !-$!%/"'%*8# %'# '*!.,-# *'0# $.?=-)!# !"# )"'1,"'X 
# !*!%"'4# W3%$# +"$%!%"'# C*$# ,-*1(,/-0# %'# 
 Bullcoming#ALEB4#;$#!3-#)".,!$#3*G-#3-80#!3*!# 
# !3-# ",%&%'*8# -H*/%'-,# /.$!# ?-# *G*%8*?8-# 1",# 
# )"'1,"'!*!%"'# ?2# !3-# *)).$-0# %'# )*$-$#C3-,-# 
# !3-# ,-+",!# %$# !-$!%/"'%*86# !3%$# %$# "1# "?G%".$# 
 importance to medicolegal death investiga- 
# !%"'$6#C3-,-# !3-# !,%*8#/*2# ")).,#/*'2# 2-*,$# 
 after the death. In many cases, the pathologist  
# 3*$#/"G-0#!"#*'"!3-,#=.,%$0%)!%"'6#*'0#%'#$"/-# 
 cases, they are deceased. Unlike with crime  
# 8*?",*!",2# -H*/%'*!%"'$6# C3%)3# *,-# .$.*882# 
# &-'-,*!-0#!"#0-!-,/%'-#&.%8!#",#%''")-')-6#!3-# 
 medicolegal death investigation is primarily  
# *# +.?8%)# 3-*8!3# -11",!4# W3-# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"X 
# &%$!D$# "+%'%"'# %$# +,%/*,%82# 1",# !3-#0-!-,/%'*X 
# !%"'# "1# )*.$-# *'0# /*''-,# "1# 0-*!36# C3%)3# 
# ")).,$#+,%",#!"#!3-#!%/-#"1#*'2#!,%*84#5'#1*)!6#=.$!# 
# *$# "1!-'# *$# '"!6# !3-# 1",-'$%)# +*!3"8"&%$!D$# 
# ('0%'&$#/*2#)"'!,*0%)!#!3"$-#"1#8*C#-'1",)-X 
# /-'!#*'0#"?G%*!-#!3-#'--0#1",#*'2#+,"$-).!%"'# 
# A*$#%'#'*!.,*8#",#*))%0-'!*8#0-*!3$#!3*!#%'%!%*882# 
# *++-*,-0# !"# ?-# 3"/%)%0-$B4#h3%8-# !3-# 1",-'X 
# $%)#+*!3"8"&%$!#/*2#?-#)*88-0#*$#*#C%!'-$$#?2# 
# !3-# +,"$-).!%"'6# 3%$V3-,# "+%'%"'# %$# 1",/-0# 
# %'0-+-'0-'!82#1,"/#!3-#+,"$-).!%"'4

<G)<MTA?G)A

5'# $.//*,26# 1",# +,-$-,G*!%"'# "1# *# 1*%,# *'0# =.$!#
=.0%)%*8#$2$!-/6#%!#%$#%/+-,*!%G-#!3*!#1",-'$%)#+*-
thologists, medical examiners, and coroners re-
/*%'#%'0-+-'0-'!#"1()%*8$6#*'0#?-#*G*%8*?8-#1",#
)"'$.8!*!%"'#1",#?"!3#+,"$-).!%'&#*'0#0-1-'$-#*!-
!",'-2$#!3,".&3".!#!3-#e'%!-0#<!*!-$4

h3%8-# /-0%)*8# -H*/%'-,$# *'0# )","'-,$# '-)-$-
sarily work with police in the investigation of 
0-*!36# *'0# $3".80# 3*G-# *))-$$# !"# 8*C# -'1",)--
/-'!#,-+",!$6#!3-2#$3".80#'"!#?-#0-+-'0-'!#.+"'#
!3-# +"8%)-# 1",# *88# !3-%,# %'1",/*!%"'# *'0# $3".80#
'"!#?-#$.?=-)!#!"#+,-$$.,-#1,"/#+"8%)-#!"#/"0%12#
!3-%,#)"')8.$%"'$4#]",-'$%)#+*!3"8"&%$!$6#/-0%)*8#
examiners, and coroners, in the performance of 
!3-%,#0.!%-$6#$3".80#?-#)"'$%0-,-0#'-.!,*8#-H+-,!$#
*'0# '"!# *$# >+,"$-).!%"'# -H+-,!$_# ",# >0-1-'$-#
experts,” except when explicitly hired ex parte. 
W3-2#$3".80#?-#+,"!-)!-0#1,"/#+"8%!%)*8#+,-$$.,-#
1,"/# &"G-,'/-'!# "1()%*8$# *'0# 1,"/# 8%!%&*!%"'#
directed at intimidating pathologists in their de-
!-,/%'*!%"'#"1# )*.$-#"1#0-*!34#W3-2# $3".80#'"!#
?-#+-'*8%I-0#1",#+,"G%0%'&#!-$!%/"'2#!3*!#+,"G-$#
3-8+1.8#1",#+8*%'!%116#+,"$-).!%"'6#",#0-1-'$-4#]"-
rensic pathologists who work as government em-
+8"2--$# $3".80# ?-# *88"C-0# !"# *))-+!# +,%G*!-# ",#
".!$%0-#)*$-$#AC%!3#!3-#)*G-*!$#'"!-0#*?"G-B#!3*!#
C".80#*88"C#!3-/#/",-#-H+-,%-')-#%'#!-$!%12%'&#
1",#!3-#0-1-'$-6#*'0#+,"G%0-#?-!!-,#Y.*8%!2#)"'!,"8#
*),"$$#/.8!%+8-#=.,%$0%)!%"'$4
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k%)!",#h4#h--0'#M@#g@

:"//%!!--#M-/?-,$`
<)"!!#@-'!"'#M@
g"3'#:4#f.'$*U-,#555#M@#g@
d,.)-#i-G2#M@
7%)3"8*$#i-/"$#[3@
<)"!!#;4#i.I%#M@
g.02#M-8%'-U#M@#j#:3*%,
h%88%*/#94#O8%G-,#M@#M<#M[;
b,-&",2#;4#<)3/.'U#M@
l,%$#<+-,,2#M@
M*,U#<.+-,#M@
i%'0$-2#:4#W3"/*$#M@#
:2,%8#f4#h-)3!#M@#g@
k%)!",#h4#h--0'#M@#g@

H?A<MGATC5A

W3-#"+%'%"'$#*'0#)"')8.$%"'$#"1#!3%$#+*+-,#3*G-#
?--'#,-G%-C-0#*'0#*++,"G-0#?2#!3-#7*!%"'*8#;$-
$")%*!%"'#"1#M-0%)*8#FH*/%'-,$#A7;MFB#d"*,0#
"1#@%,-)!",$#*'0#*$#$.)3#*,-#-'0",$-0#?2#7;MF4#
W3-$-# "+%'%"'$# *'0# +"$%!%"'$# *,-# ?*$-0# "'# *#
)"'$-'$.$# "1# !3-# ).,,-'!# 8%!-,*!.,-6# U'"C8-0&-6#
and prevailing theories on this topic. As Scien-
!%()#U'"C8-0&-#*'0#-H+-,%-')-#&,"C6#7;MF#,--
$-,G-$#!3-#,%&3!#!"#,-G%$-#",#.+0*!-#!3-$-#"+%'%"'$4#
W3-# +,")-$$# ?2# C3%)3# 7;MF# +"$%!%"'# +*+-,$#
are initiated, written, reviewed, and approved is 
+.?8%)*882# *G*%8*?8-# *!# 3!!+$`VV'-!1",./4*G-)!,*4
)"/V!-/+V:8%-'!5/*&-$V7;MFVJ)JZ*NJRX1QQJX
a1RKXQ0KEXRQaL?11NELQ04+014#;88#$)%-'!%()#+"$%-
!%"'#+*+-,$#-'0",$-0#?2#!3-#7*!%"'*8#;$$")%*!%"'#
"1#M-0%)*8#FH*/%'-,$#*.!"/*!%)*882#-H+%,-#(G-#
2-*,$#*1!-,#+.?8%)*!%"'#.'8-$$#,-*1(,/-06#,-G%$-06#
",# ,-!%,-0#*!#",#?-1",-# !3*!# !%/-4#W3%$#C",U# %$#*#
+,"0.)!#"1#7;MF#*'0#*$#$.)36#C*$#'"!#$.?=-)!-0#
to Academic Forensic Pathology Journal edito-
rial review.

W3-#*.!3",$6#-0%!",$#*'0#+.?8%)*!%"'#$!*11#0"#'"!#
,-+",!#*'2#,-8-G*'!#)"'T%)!$#"1#%'!-,-$!4

C5=5C5)<5A

# LB# ]",-'$%)#;.!"+$2# [-,1",/*')-# <!*'0*,0$^# JKLL# ,-G%X 
# # $%"'#m5'!-,'-!n4#M*,)-8%'-#AMOB`#7*!%"'*8#;$$")%*!%"'# 
# # "1#M-0%)*8#FH*/%'-,$^#JKLL#;.&#LL#m)%!-0#JKLE#g*'#JKn4# 
# # JR#+4#;G*%8*?8-#1,"/`#3!!+`VV!3-'*/-4",&V%'0-HJ4+3+o"+!%"'p 
# # )"/q0")/*'r!*$Up0")qG%-Cr&%0pLZKr5!-/%0pJZ4

 2) National Academy of Sciences, Committee on Identify- 
# # %'&# !3-# 7--0$# "1# !3-# ]",-'$%)# <)%-')-$# :"//.'%!24# 
# # <!,-'&!3-'%'&#]",-'$%)#<)%-')-#%'#!3-#e'%!-0#<!*!-$`#;# 
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